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ABSTRACT

Myanmar painting, traceable for back to the cave murals of the Neolithic Age, as
revealed by the Padalin caves, proved Myanmar origin in technique, style, theme and
pigmentation. It developed in the subsequent historic periods. In Bagan Period, the
subject of painting became mostly religion — Theravada Buddhism with a mixture of
Mahayana Buddhism and Hindu Brahmanism acquiring some feature of early Indian
pictures but faithfully returning Myanmar origin. Ancient monuments in Sale area
show they were contemporary extension of Bagan. Study of their murals brings us the

understanding political, economy, social and cultural conditions of the time.
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